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Former Assistant District Attorney Shannon McMahon Enters Race for Bristol County D.A. 

● McMahon to challenge incumbent for Democratic Party nomination; 

● Virtual press conference scheduled for 3:00 p.m. via Zoom (link below) 

Statement of Shannon McMahon:  

Why I am running:      

The District Attorney is the Lead Prosecutor for all crimes charged in Bristol County. 
However, the job comes with an inherent need to keep the community safe. The current 
administration has not been focused on that because it does not understand the communities, 
which have changed. We must change with it. I believe that, through my platform     outlined 
below, we can make      this community safer, reduce crime and make Bristol County the 
place I know it can be.  

     Previously, I was an Assistant District Attorney, first under Sam Sutter, and then Thomas 
Quinn.  Currently, I am a Senior Trial Attorney for Civil Litigation, in Raynham, MA.      

I have the experience, vision and energy to lead the Bristol County District Attorneys’ Office. 
We are living in difficult times. We need a District Attorney who has the energy to adapt to 
the changes in our community.  I am that person.  I plan to do the following: 

1. Decrease Repeat Offender Rate:  The maximum sentence for those incarcerated at the 
Bristol County House of Corrections is two and a half years.  The individuals who are 
incarcerated there will be back living in our community. We must      make it less likely 
that when they return to our community that      they      commit another crime. I plan to 
work with the Sheriff’s Department, the Police Departments and the community to 
institute programs that will help with this major problem.  We have a civic obligation to 
the community to do this.  We      must be tough on crime after the individuals go to jail     
.  Traditionally, this has not been done.  After the verdict, no one has paid any attention to 
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the individuals when they return to our community until they commit another crime. This 
is a travesty and I believe we can do far better. 

 

2. Recovery Court: Bristol County was one of the first Recovery Courts in the nation. These 
courts are designed to allow prosecution of drug related offenses while helping addicts recover 
from addiction. As the former Head Assistant District Attorney of the Recovery Court, I have 
seen first-hand the successes that this court has brought to Bristol County.  It saddened me to 
discover that the current administration de-funded this program. Considering that most counties 
in Massachusetts have some form of recovery court, because the statistics show it is successful at 
preventing repeat offenders, it was shocking to hear that this administration stopped funding it. 
When elected, I plan to properly fund the recovery court.  

3. Relationship with the Community: The relationship between the Police Departments and 
community must be repaired. This is imperative. We      can start by the district attorney’s office 
and police officers having a presence in schools to have an open dialogue with the community. I 
plan on having Assistant District Attorneys with Police Officers in training so we can effectively 
prosecute crimes. Finally, I will meet regularly with the Chief of Police for each community to 
identify the problems that exist in each community. I will have a firm pulse on what is going on 
in each town so we can work on their individual problems. 

A brief biography: 

Born and raised in Swansea Massachusetts, I graduated from Joseph Case High School in 1998.  
I went on to complete my Bachelor of Science Degree at Roger Williams University with a 
double major in Political Science and English Literature. After graduating, I worked at a law firm 
in Connecticut prior to relocating back to Bristol County in 2004.  In 2008, I was excited to learn 
that UMass-Dartmouth was opening a law school. Given that I had two small children, the 
proximity of the law school to Swansea      afforded me the opportunity to apply.   

In 2008, I was admitted to UMass-Dartmouth School      of Law. While I attended Law School, I 
clerked for the presiding Honorable Judge Robert Kane and was elected Editor in Chief of the 
UMass-Dartmouth Law Review, all while bartending and raising two children. I graduated at the 
top of my class. Following graduation, I clerked for the Superior Courts of New Bedford, Fall 
River and Taunton. After completing my clerkship, I went into private practice where I focused 
on criminal defense      until I was hired by former Bristol County District Attorney Sam Sutter.  
As an Assistant District Attorney, I spent most of my tenure in New Bedford District Court 
where I was the Recovery Court’s Head Assistant District Attorney, a position which I believe 
uniquely qualifies me to lead the Bristol County District Attorneys’ Office.  In addition to my 
responsibilities with the Recovery Court, I also prosecuted a variety of other crimes, such as 
domestic violence and sexual assault cases. 
      ###  


